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OPINION AND ORDER

Respondent, Louis Zimmerman, KBA Member No. 83393, has been
charged in KBA File 18197 of Vioiatinfg SCR 3.130-1.3, SCR'.B:. 130—1.4‘('a), SCR
- 3.130-1.16(d), and SCR 3.130-8.1(b) by failing to properly represent one of his
clients in a divorce case. After an evidentiary hearing, the Triél Commissioner
found Respondent guilty of all of the above ethical violations and recommended
that he be suspended from the practice of law in the Commonwealth for thirty
days. Since néither ‘Respondént nor the KBA filed a notice of éppeal with this
Court pursuant fo 'SCR 3.360{4) we héw enter a final order pursuant té SCR
3.370(9) adopting the Trial Commissione-r’é fecommendation. Reépondent
r'naintainbs a bar roster address of 1310 Broadway, P.O. Box 7238, Paducah, KY

42002.



Lisa Jameson hired Respondent to represent her in a divorce proceeding
in the Carlisle Circuit Court. In October 2006; the court entered an
interlocutory d'ecreé divorcing Ms. Jameson and hevr‘ husband, but retained
Jurisdiction of the action for the purposes of determining the parties’; rights and
reéponsibilities concerning assignment of non-marital property, division of
marital property, assignment of debts, custody, child support, and visitation:
The court also entered a temporary order awarding Ms. Jameson custody of
their minor children, child support, and possession of the marital home.

However, after obtaining the October 2006 orders, Respondent failed to
pursue the case furfher. Speciﬁcally,'Respo'ndent never‘obt.ained. a final order

- to distribute to Ms. Jameson portions of her ex-husband’s retirement account
or ot’hver pfoperty. Respondent also‘\did not corhmﬁnicate with Ms. Jameson
about the status of her case and did not timely‘return her phone calls.

On October 21, 2009, Ms. Jameson sent Respondent a letter via certified

- mail terminatiﬁg his services as her attorney and directing him to deliver all of
her files to hér. Respondent failed to deliver }the files by the date requested.
The files were eventually transferred to Ms. Jameson’s new attorne(y. |

Ms. Jamesoﬁ filed a complaint with the KBA regarding Respondent’s
conduét. The Inquiry Commission subsequently issued a charge against
Respondent and sent a copy of the complaiht to him via certified mail.
Respondent v&as also sent a letter informing him that the Inquiry Commission
needed additional information abouf his coriduct and that failure to respond ,té

the complaint could result in an additional c_harge of misconduct pursuant to
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SCR 3.130-8.1. Respondent failed to re.spond to the complaint within twenty
days and was therefore sent a second copy of the 'complaint via ce_rtiﬁed.mail.
 Aletter attached to the complaint agai‘n warnéd Respondent that if ﬁe failed to
respond he could be cha.rged with a violation of SCR 3.130-8.1. Again,
Respondent failed to respond.

As a result of his conduct in represe'nting Ms. Jameson, the Trial
Commissioner found Respovndent guilty of violating‘SCR 3.130-1.3 (“A lawyer
vshall act with reasonable diligence a‘ndvpromptness in representing a clieﬁt.”);
SCR 3. 130-1.4(a)(3) (“A lawyer shall keep a 'cliént reasonably informed about
the status of fhe matter.”); SCR 3.>130—1.f1v6(d) (“Upon terminatioh of
representat)ion, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasohvably practicabl_'e to
protect a client’s interests such as . . . Surrendering papers and property to
.which the client is entitled.”); and SCR 3.130-8.1(b) (a lawyer involved in a
disciplinary matter shall not “knowingly fail to respond to a lawful demand for
information from an admissioné or disciplinary authority.”). Thé Trial
Commissiohef~report does state that Respondent was-candid and honest about
his failures in representing Ms. Jameson during the Trial Commissioner
hearing. As such, Respondent requested that he receive é public reprimand for |
his ethical violations. However, the Trial Comfnissioner, citing to Kentﬁcky Bar
Association v. Grider, 282 S.W.3d 330 (Ky. 2009), Kentucky Bar Aséociation ..
‘Whitlock, 275 S.W.3d 179 (Ky. 2008), and Kentucky Bar Association v. Chinn,
64 S.W.3d 289 (Ky. 2002) as authority, has recommended that Respondent be

suspended from the practice of law in the Commonwealth for thifty days. In .
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recqmmending a thirty day suspension, the Trial 'Commis.sioner notes that
Respondent has been previously disciplined twice by the KBA.

Having reviewed thé rgcord in this case and finding that the Trial
Comrhissioner’s cohclus_ions are supported by the evidence, and because
neither Respondent or the KBA has filed for a notice of review in this Court, we
adopt the Trial Commissioner’s recommendation pursuant to SCR 3.370(9).

Thus, it is ORDERED that: |

1) Respdndent, Louis Zimmerman, KBA Number 83393, 1310 Broadway,
P.O. Box 7238, Paducah, KY 42002, is adjudged guilty of violating SCR 3.130-
1.3, SCR 3.130-1.4(a), SCR 3.1‘30—1.16(d)_, and SCR 3.130-8.1(b) as charged in
KBA File 18197: |

2) Respondent is suspended from the practice of law in Kéntucky for
thirtydays;

3) In accordance with SCR 3.450, Respondenf is directed to pay all Costs
associated with these disciplinary proceedings against him, said sum being
$1,464.07, for which execution may issue frém this Court upon finality of this
Opinion and Order. .

Minton, C.J., Abramson, Noble, Schroder, Scott and Venters, JJ.,
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¢HAEF JUSTICE

concur. Cunningham, J., not sitting.

ENTERED: May 24, 2012.
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ORDER CORRECTING

The Opinion and Order of the Court entered May 24, 2012, is hereby cqrrected
by substituting the aﬁached Opinion and Order in lieu of the original Opinion and Order.
Said c.orre‘ction does not affect the holding of the.origina_IAOpinion and Order of the
Court.

ENTERED: May 29 2012,

Y / o

L (.‘(‘.'? f
CHIEF. JUSTICE
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